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English 
We will begin this term by using Aaron 

Becker’s wordless picture book, ‘Return’ as 
inspiration for writing a persuasive letter. 

We will look at how Becker uses 
illustration to tell a story and how we 

can infer much information by his use of 
facial expression and colour. After that, 
we will be using our knowledge of the 

human body and the circulatory system 
to write an explanation text. Lastly, we 
will be using another wordless picture 

book’ The Professional Crocodile’ to write 
our own creative narratives. This will 

allow for the children to use their 
understanding of narrative structure, 

sentence structure and choice of 
vocabulary to build an exciting tale! 

Mathematics 
We will begin the year with a place 

value unit, reviewing and 
consolidating our understanding of 
the number system learnt in Year 4. 
We will be introducing numbers to 7 
digits and using concrete resources to 
fully master the worth of each digit in 

these numbers. We will also be 
investigating how to round numbers 
to the nearest 10, 50, 100 and 1000. 

Science 
We will be learning about the circulatory 
and respiratory system. First, we will look 
at the heart and its four chambers and we 

will learn about William Harvey, who 
discovered that the heart pumps blood 
around the body. We will study the 

different cells which form the blood, as well 
as the veins and arteries that transport. 

Next, we will look at the filtering function 
of the liver and spleen, and finally the 

respiratory system and how it links to the 
circulatory system. 

Computing 
We will be learning to code and create 
algorithms through Scratch, as well as 
continuing to learn about e-safety and 

responsible computer use. 

Geography 

We will begin this term by deepening our 
understanding of spatial sense. We will 
learn that map makers draw imaginary 
lines to divide maps into segments; and 

that one of these lines is the Prime 
Meridian, which divides the world into 
Eastern and Western hemispheres. We 

will then learn how coordinates are used 
to locate places on a map or globe. We 
will build on our knowledge of scale in 

Year 4, to understand that different maps 
are drawn to different scales. Lastly, we 

will study relief maps. 

History 

This term we will be learning about 
the history of Baghdad: from its 
creation by the some of the first 
Muslim rulers of Iraq, through its 

golden age as the greatest centre of 
learning in the world, to its eventual 

terrible fate as it was destroyed by the 
invading Mongol army. As 

background to this we will be learning 
a little about the rise of the first 

human civilisations in Mesopotamia. 

Religious Education, PSHE and MindUP 

In RE, we will be learning about Sikhism 
this term, including what is important to 
Sikhs in Britain today. We will also be 

learning about Guru Nanak and the origins 
of Sikhism. 

 
This half term in PSHE, Year 5 will be 

looking at keeping safe. We will be thinking 
about peer pressure, risk taking and being 
assertive. In addition, we will discuss the 
responsibility that comes with increasing 
independence as we grow up and how to 
make sure we are making sensible choices. 

 
During our MindUP sessions this half-term, 
children will be revising our core practice 

and how to focus. 

Physical Education 
Year 5 will focus on all round 
aspects of the fast-paced game 
known as handball. 
Drills and games focused 
heavily around teamwork. 
Children to target use of 
correct skills and technique 
related to sport. Develop 
movement and passing 
strategies. Positional sensing, 
defence to attack as well as 
marking and positioning. Drills 
to include: 1v1, 2v1. In 
addition, shooting and 
blocking practise. Finally 
looking at rules, terms and 
history of handball. 

 

Music 
In music our termly topic is 

‘Rhythm and Pulse.’ We will be 

engaging in activities that help 

us demonstrate a steady beat, 

further understand rhythms, 

time signatures and how we can 

notate and perform rhythms in 

various time signatures through 

a variety of engaging activities. 

We will also be listening to 

Bach’s ‘Sonata No 1.: Adagio,’ 

and Earth Wind and Fire’s 

‘September.’ 

French 
In this unit, students will 

learn classroom objects and 

classroom commands. They 

will be able to name all the 

rooms in the school and 

give simple directions to a 

visitor.  They will also 

learn to tell the time, 

describe a timetable, talk 

about school subjects and 

give opinions. 

Visual Arts 
In art the children will learn 
about Style in Art, comparing 
two very different styles: 
Rococo and Modernism. They 
will explore how the Rococo 
style used elaborate 
decoration whilst Modernism 
was focussed on simplicity 
and the use of new 
materials. They will compare 
furniture design from these 
two different styles and will 
consider different pieces of 
Modernist painting focussing 
on abstract art and creating 
their own abstract painting. 
 

 

 

Michaelmas A 

This term, Year 5 are learning about: 


